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 Road and natural crossroads, meeting point between 
Mediterranean and mid-European world, culture and sciences 
irradiation and attraction point, like all others, Bolognese community 
boasts an heritage of “stories”, a gallery of figures, a number of episodes 
which can be referred to, in order to understand its attitudes converged 
to shape current conditions and behaviours.
 The chronological range of the historical heritage which the 
centre and territory of Bologna can display are particularly wide, and 
allows to stretch back from the present to the palaeolithic period, 
through an unique continuity of legacies and imprints, often held 
and valorized in museums which are in the lead of the capacity of 
preserving, exhibiting and making them usable.
 All the cities of the world identify with their monuments and 
works of art of universal value, with their capacity of moving, evoking, 
inspiring. History can be seen in Bologna!
 Reading it through its current facets means becoming its heirs 
and protagonists, making its legacies one’s own, and becoming part of 
a great collective representation, where the past people and generations 
entrust the present and future ones with their memory. 
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SUmmaRy Of aCTIvITIES

STAGE 1
October - November 2012

a) Digital Book with the programme from the second year of the IP;

b) First contacts with the italian partners to reflect and prepare the IP's third year 

for its implementation in Italy;

d) Sharing ideas about the IP’s application with our partners.

STAGE 2
December 2012 - January 2013

a)  Sharing information, reflections and programming details of the IP with the 

organizing partner (University of Bologna - Italy);

b) Establishing contact with the University of Bologna - Italy for general 

information;

c) Meetings with all ESEI Maria Ulrich teachers involved, to discuss intentions 

and the second year programme details.

STAGE 3
February - March 2013

a) Sending and receiving support documentation to and from our partners;

b) Selecting  students (with selection criteria) – Belgium, Italy, Portugal, Sweden;

c) Booking trips; discussing organizational aspects of the IP;

d) Starting the IP BLOG II - http://ipeducationcityiii.wordpress.com/

STAGE 4
April 2013

a) Building of Students and teachers Portfolio (Blog)

b) Choosing and disseminating support documentation (Blog)

c) Students and Teachers meeting to prepare all IP details – conceptual/ 

documental and organizational. 

STAGE 5
May 2013

The IP takes place in Bologna, Italy

STAGE 6
June - July 2013

a) Collecting data from the IP;

b) Analysing and reflecting upon the IP’s outcomes

STAGE 6
September - October 2013

a) Evaluating the IP’s experience and impact

b) Sharing information with the partners

c) Final report
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Sunday
20.05.2012
Students and teachers from Belgium, Portugal and Sweden arrived in Bologna. 

TImETaBLE Of THE 
INTENSIvE PROGRammE



Monday
06.05.2013

Elena Pacetti welcomes all the participants of the IP
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Individual presentations of the participants (teachers and students)



Definition of the working groups

Each participant received a piece of a puzzle and tried to find the 
rest of his group by completing the puzzle (image)
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Organisation of the four groups according to the four themes:

“The Faces of the City” for heritage education and citizenship

Bologna and Music. Paths through music and words

Parks and Gardens

The food is a history: Bologna and Gastronomy



16

Distribution of the material for the working days research

Lesson of Prof. Lucia Balduzzi about the italian education system



Tuesday
07.05.2013

Guided tour of the Museum of History of the city of Bologna
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Guided tour of the park of Villa Ghigi by Valentina Bergonzoni



Wednesday
08.05.2013

Susanne brought us the flags painted by some students in Borås 
representing the partner countries.n
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We were very happy to add a 4th flag to the group: The Belgium flag!

Visit to Orto Botanico



Guided tour of the“Giardino del Guasto” by Graziella Giovannini
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Thursday
09.05.2013
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Guided tour of the Museo di Palazzo Poggi by Ambra Ancarini and 
Lea Monari
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Visit to Tamburini Antica Salsamenteria Bolognese



Friday
10.05.2013

Introduction to group activities
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Monday
13.05.2013

Visit to Scuola dell’Infanzia comunale Don Milani  The Gastronomy Group learned how to make tortellini
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The group “The faces of the city” took a guided tour through 
Bologna with Roberto Sernicola



Tuesday
14.05.2013

Visit to “Scuola dell’ Infanzia Irma Pedrielli”
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The music group visited the International Museum of Music

Group work



Wednesday
15.05.2013

Some participants visited the Children’s Parliament
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Group work



Thursday
16.05.2013

The groups spent the day working on their presentations and papers
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Friday
17.05.2013

“The Faces of the City” final presentation Parks and Gardens final presentation

4140

Bologna and Music final presentationBologna and Gastronomy final presentation



Saturday
18.05.2013

The partners exchanged “thank you” gifts

4342

Isabel Gerardo takes the flags representing the partner countries

The Diplomas were presented to all the participants of the IP



Sunday
19.05.2013
Departure Day.
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GROUP WORk



alberta Snelli / ana Jankovic / athina van Doorslaer / Caterina De Padova  

fatima Taleb-Berrouane / Joana Pulido / marta Salinaro / Rute Coelho

THE FACES OF THE CITY

 When we started the project we worked with the aims 
of the Erasmus intensive program that we are a part of and to 
make sure that we are working on the right line. We think that 
it ś important to involve children on their own development 
to become active citizens. During the whole process we have 
been trying to think from the children’s perspective.  To make 
children active citizens and make them know about their city we 
have chosen to guide them through the city on a creative way.  
 We want children to be involved and be active in the 
process. To reach children of all ages we have decided to use a 
story as a main point. 

- How can the city and the history contribute to the development of a child?

 - When children walk in the city, what do they see? 

- How can adults help children to safeguard their environment?

- What do children want for their city? 

- How to make children consciousness of their own heritage? 

 - As a teacher, what is possible to do with a group of children, 
 to make them conscious of these issues?
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 During the process, it wasn’t so simple for us to always 
maintain the child’s perspective: that ś why this project was a 
challenge for us because sometimes we had to stop and try to 
think, and ask ourselves: “what must be the child’s perspective?”
 We realized that if adults help children to safeguard their 
cultural heritage they will promote the possibility to improve 
their identity as active citizens. And when we talk about active 
citizenship and cultural heritage, children can understand that 
they are not only citizens of their city but also citizens of the world, 
of the planet. (Morin, 1999)
 If you help children to be conscious about their heritage, 
they can take better care of their urban environment. Also when 
they are adults, they can be more responsible about it.
 “Children and adults make a very similar appreciation of 
urban reality” (Tonucci 2005:189), both are beware that the city 
could be dangerous if there is no one to be care about.
 
 (...) As teachers we can help the class to discover the new 
faces of the city as multicultural faces. We want to make them 
aware that they are the new faces of the city also, so we can develop 
a work that could be a real journey from the present to the past and 
from the past to the future.



agnese Lamarra / Ellen De Gieter / Giorgia Olezzi / Laura Govoni  

mirjam Rude / Sandra Sandin / Sofia Caldas / vanessa Nunes 

BOLOGNA AND GASTRONOMY

  The food culture is full of traditions, every dish has a 
story, especially here in Bologna. There is an old saying that says 
Bologna is “the most wise, the red and the fat”, because of its 
excellent university, red bricks and really good food. 
 We should plan activities in partnership with parents and 
use the surrounding resources, allowing children to get close and 
to engage with the city and the food. If we walk with children 
through the market we can see traditional food, such as tortellini, 
chocolate, ice cream and mortadella. We can also bring food into 
classrooms, because nowadays there are children from different 
nationalities and the food is certainly a way of working with 
multiculturalism.  

 - How can we teach children about the food history in Bologna?

- How can we involve the other cultures that we have in the group?

- How can we communicate with gastronomy?

- How can food help children feel connected to the city?
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 We have chosen to make a project with mixed cultures, 
since this IP Program is about meetings between different 
cultures. One of the common goals is to give children a renewed 
sense of belonging. We wanted to teach children about the history 
of food in Bologna in a playful way. We also wanted to capture 
the multiculturalism that exists in Bologna and also in our group. 
Therefore the story we used is based on Bologna’s culture, and then 
children travel to different countries throughout the narrative.  
The presence of three generations in the story, the grandmother, 
the mother and the son, is also a way to connect culture, history 
and the present. 

 The food can be a way to create meetings between people, 
a natural way to communicate. While eating dinner, or as we 
did, making pasta together, we learned from each other and we 
practiced communication over language borders. In a group of 
children, such activities can give them a sense of belonging and 
respect for the ancient traditions and crafts that involve the food 
making. Through stories told from one generation to another, the 
inheritance is preserved.  With this background knowledge the 
children’s connection to the city increases.
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ana mafalda Silva / ana Patrícia Néo / Camila Bratt / Chiara fanti 

Eldar Jusovic / Ingrid mertens / Paula frazão / Sílvia Bitelli

PARKS AND GARDENS

 The aim of our work-group is to offer the children new 
possibilities to discover Parks and Gardens through play, paying 
attention in particular to their different ages, cognitive abilities 
and skills. In the perspective of a integrated formative system in 
fact, it is very important that the children have the possibility 
to learn and to interact not only inside the school, but also and 
especially outside, in the context in which they are included, 
because every type of environment can improve their attitude of 
knowledge, creativity and socialization.
 

- How can Parks and Gardens contribute to the development of the child?
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 Our work intends to use a personal interpretation of one 
of the traditional tales of Bologna, the story of Doctor Balanzone, 
as a starting point for different itineraries that educators and 
teachers can adapt in their specific situations and develop with 
their children to explore the nature in the city in various ways 
and different levels. 

 (...) Bologna offers two distinct types of parks in the city, 
thereby promoting the overall development of the child. On one 
hand the green park (Orto Botanico), on the other the cement 
park (Guasto Park), both located in the community and exerting 
continuity with the city itself, offering the child and family a 
space and a time for leisure and socialization, available to a great 
age and cultural diversity. 
 Autonomy, exploration, playing and creativity with 
the environment are promoted. If on one hand the green area 
provides an active exploration with nature, the artistic and 
architectonical forms in “Guasto” stimulates a greater awareness 
of the art. To educate a child in city parks is to give her the 
possibility of multiple opportunities to grow spontaneously, to 
observe, to differentiate the dangers, to teach herself how to 
make her own choices with values, responsibility, civility and 
autonomy.
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Cristina Renzi / Eline vandermeeren / Elsa freitas / Ilenia Posteraro

maria Teresa moutinho / Sandra Dahlqvist / Sara Hussein / Silvia medri

BOLOGNA AND MUSIC

 As music group we started sharing our way to work with 
music and children in our countries; so the differences found out by 
this discussion made us think about what music is, if  music and sounds 
are the same thing and if silence is part of music or not.
 Then we thought about our life and about the role of music/
sounds and silence in it, and how can we let children pass through the 
same process and discover what’s the role of music in their life.
 Looking through our experience as city-citizen  we thought 
and discuss about the city sounds surrounding us and about the way 
they can let feel in our city. We can feel attach at different sounds we 
are used to, we can feel disturbed by others or sometimes we are not 
aware about the sound that every day surrounds us.

 

- What do you hear in the city?

- How does it sound?

- How can we create music from the sound of the city?

  - How can sounds help us to get involved into our city?

6160



 The aim of our project was to make children able to 
develop the capacity of listen to themselves and the others, by 
using music as a tool, and in particular by using the different 
sounds that composed it. We tried to exploit the sound resources 
of the urban area that surround us everyday, but we are not 
aware of. By taking the children to listen, explore and reproduce 
sounds, they can acquire a major sensibility in relation with the 
pleasure of listen and make music, and also in relation with the 
possibility to be an active participant in the making process of 
improve this aspect of the city. 
 In the urban area we can feel different sound if we put 
ourselves in the condition of listening the environment that 
surrounds us. These sounds can have different peculiarities and 
make you feel pleasant or less pleasant sensations, from that 
experience we can learn how to change the negative aspects to 
make them better in a active citizenship’s perspective. Making 
the children explore all the possible ways to reproduce sounds 
by using different materials, languages and techniques, we 
composed a landscape of sounds by reproducing the collected 
material. In this way, it was possible to us to create music from 
sounds.
 During this process we became aware of the music and 
sounds that the city can provide us and try to use that in our 
everyday life and with the children we will work with. We also 
learn how to put together different approaches to help children 
be active listeners and observers of their own life. We learn how 
to help individuals to express themselves while involving the 
whole class group.
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REfLECTING ON THE IP’S 
aCCOmPLISHmENTS



Have the aims and objectives of 

the IP been achieved?

 Over the three years the IP kept exploring the theme according 
to the features of each of the cities where the IP took place. All 
participants, being in the programme for the first time, or not, shared 
experiences and good pedagogical practices, using situations from 
their different cities (space, time, resources, barriers…) as a ground 
to understand, search and empower children’s voices in contemporary 
life. The students had time to talk about, explore and read regarding 
the educational city and, at the end of the day, there was a time to share 
and discuss opinions with the teachers. Having common interests 
built around the IP we were really able to work together on issues 
that matter to the different HEI involved, creating a discussion and 
participation that helped to re-think our training models, and develop 
new approaches to the teaching and learning field. In addition, the use 
of arts and technology were the greatest tools for students to exercise 
their capacity of observation and listening an educational city. 

What impact did the IP have on 

the people involved?

 The IP allowed the participants to learn how to live and work 
together and to build a common project with others (learning from 
each other) improving the implementation of group work competences. 
The chalenge of planning educational projects with respect to different 
psychological and pedagogical models of reference is a very positive 
outcome for all the participants.
 The IP created a platform for comparative educational 
methodologies and practice approaches, which reproduce the education 
competences in a European dimension. It was possible to reflect on the 
concept of the city, by building a new perspective of the contemporary 
urban space, using the different resources (provided by the official/
private institutions) in order for it to become an educational place.
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