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Introduction

Our group reflected about different possible ways that teachers can show children of preschool the 
presence  of the  city.  As teachers  we are concerned about  the future of  our children,  how they 
become citizens and participating in the society. (F. Tonucci, A. Rissotto. 2001)
We build the society with history to create an identity. In that order we are responsible to give 
children the tools to rebuild the identity through the  history. It’s our collective memory as people, 
as a community, that define and ennobles us as people. In a world as brief as that we live in, it’s our 
traditions and customs what we leave for future generations. 

The development  of  identity  and autonomy is  closely related to  the processes  of  socialization. 
Social  interactions gives the expansion in affective  loops that  children can establish with other 
children and with adults, contributing to the recognition of the other and finding the differences 
among people are valued and leveraged to enrich themselves.

The child will learn as it goes, will also share their experiences and conceptions of history through 
his vision of the world and what surrounds it, and  makes it  especially when contemplating the 
history of his country, region, city, and above all, their participation as a citizen. Children are no 
longer a  simple spectator, but an active member of society. (ONU Convention of the right of the  
child, 2013)
We want the children to discover everything what their city offers them. They have to meet the city 
in  different  point  of  views  to  become citizens  who respect  their  past  and  their  present.  When 
children recognize their city they will appreciate it more and they will involve other children, other 
adults to respect the way of living in it.

Aim
After  discussions  and  group  reflections  as  a  group  we  decided  that  the  aim  of  our  work  is: 
Safeguard the identity and cultural heritage to build knowledge.

Questions:

- How can the city and the history contribute in the development of the child?
- When children walk in the city, what they see? 
- How can adults commit childrens to safeguard  their environment?
- What children want for their city? 
- How to make children consciousness of own heritage? 
- As a teacher, what is possible to do with a group of children, to make them conscious of 
these issues?

In  that  order  knowledge  concerning,  the  children  will  be  able  to  recognize  their  history  and 
therefore be able to respect the city were they live. We want children to be active citizens and know 
about their city. 



What we have done

When we started the project we worked with the aims of the Erasmus intensive program that we are 
a part of and to make sure that we are working on the right line. We think that it´s important to  
involve children on their own development to become active citizens. Under the whole process we 
have been trying to think from the children’s perspective.  To make children active citizens and 
make them know about their city we have chosen to guide them through the city on a creative way. 
We want the children to be involved and be active in the process. To reach all the children in all  
ages we have decided to use a story as a main point. 

We decided to do this project for children in preschool.

We have chosen to work with seven different elements, that we think are typical and special for 
Bologna and that also represent the faces of the city. (B. Borghi, R. Dondarini, 2011). The elements 
that we have chosen are:

-  The  canal  Aposa  that  pass  through  and  around  Bologna  and  that  have  been used  in 
different ways through the ages.

- In the past there were a lot of towers in Bologna, and nowadays there are about 15 towers 
in the city. There are two famous towers that we have chosen to focus on. The towers are 
situated in the heart of the city and they are famous for Bologna. The smallest one is called 
Garisenda and the tallest one is called Asinelli. There is the possibility to go up in this tower 
and then you will see Bologna from above.   

- The arcades that have a typical and special architecture and that are a symbol of dialogue 
between public and private.

- The Santo Stefano´s  Basilica that is a complex with seven churches and they are special 
for Bologna. This complex is a symbolic rebuilding of the passion of Christ’s palace.

- Palazzo Re Enzothat was a place for a  king named Enzo. King Enzo Palace was built in 
1244-46  as  an  extension  of  Municipal  buildings.  Just  three  years  later  it  became  the 
'residence' of the King taken prisoner in the battle of Fossalta: King Enzo of Sardinia, son of 
Frederick II. ( M. Marchesini, 2007 – A. L. Trombetti Budriesi, V.Braidi, R.Pini, F.Roversi 
Monaco. 2002)

- Neptuno was the king of the sea. He dominated the square Piazza Neptune near Piazza 
Majore. This square was opened to host the only fountain in Bologna. Nowadays Piazza 
Majore is the main square of the town and it is a place where people from all over the world 
can be there and communicate, so it’s a place to be. (Storia illustrata di Bologna, Bologna 
2013)

We have chosen to put together all the seven elements in a story and there’s San Petronius that is the  
storyteller. We also think that San Petronius is a big and important part of the history of Bologna, 
because he was the bishop of the city and, according the legend, when he returned from a journey to 

Hierusalem he  committed  to  rebuild  the  city  of  Bologna  that  was destroyed during  the  German 
invasions. To make the story more clear for children and also to involve them we have chosen to 
make  a  dramatization.  We  think  that  it´s  important  for  children  to  play  and  be  a  part  of  the 
dramatization. According to Tonucci (2005) the play is like a key for the future and makes them 
healthier, more serene and more productive. In another article of Tonucci he points that children are 



excluded from the city if the place is not designed for them. We want to work against this and make 
the children more included to the city they belong to, we want them to be a part of their city, our 
city.  In that order they will be part of the planet also.

Objectives and methodologies 

Objectives:

-  To  involve  children  to  recognize  the  city  and  it´s  history  in  a  simple  way  to  be 
understandable by them.
- To invite children to be active participants in the decisions related to them.
- To let children to be involved with their senses and their body instead of using only theory 
about history. Children must be allowed to express themselves.
- To invite children to debate about their needs in the city.

Methodology:

- To invite children to work like a group instead of working like individuals. Working as a 
group allows them to develop different skills in a much more effective way and giving the 
possibility of learning in a cooperative way.
- We chosen a drama because it´s a “funny” way to take children to explore either the body 
or emotions related with the learning of history of the city. 
- Using photos to compare the past and the present will allow children to understand the 
meaning of the time in their live. In that order we decided to start from the present to the 
past to find out answers to questions that come up.
- Using new technologies (like powerpoint) with children is a way of engaging them in the 
learning  process  in  a  much  more  effective  and  familiar  way.  
Nowadays children use these technologies often to just play at home. As teachers, we must 
be able to give them the opportunity of bringing these media devices to school and using 
them as a learning tool.
Also, this kind of approach is useful to develop an iconographic perspective of the world 
that surrounds them, and that’s why we believe this is a powerful tool.

Activities planned for the children

With this presentation we want to offer a journey to the past by taken children and go for a walk 
with them to the city.
We ask them to choose some faces of the city, where they live. After choosing several faces, we ask 
them to take some photos of those places. After this, we return to the classroom and compare the 
photos that we take with the similar photos but these one from the past by doing a research in books 
and internet.
So with children and using different sources, like history books for children, we create together the 
history of the different monuments. By talking with children we create a funny history to be in the  
drama that we all be part of. As teachers it’s important to choose a symbol of the city like San 
Petronius (in different city should be other important character) and give them the information that 
he is the storyteller of the drama. (Vita maravigliosa et fantástica di Petronio vescovo di Bologna, 
Bologna 2001)



For representing monuments we decided to invite children to drawn it, so that will be a way for 
stimulating children in creativity and manual work.
With these several activities, we can offer to children an interdisciplinary project.

Discussion

During the process, it wasn’t so simple for us to maintain always the child perspective: that´s why 
this project was a challenge for us because sometimes we had to stop and try to think, and ask to 
ourselves: “what should be a children perspective?”
We realized that if adults help children to safeguard their cultural heritage they will promote the 
possibility to improve their identity as a active citizen. And when we talk about active citizenship 
and cultural heritage, children can understand that they are not only citizen of their city but also  
citizen of the world, of the planet. (Morin, 1999)
If you help children to be conscious about their heritage, they can take care better of their urban 
environment also when they are an adult, they could be more responsible about it.
“Children and adults make a very similar appreciation of urban reality” (Tonucci 2005:189), both 
are beware that the city could be dangerous if there is no one to be care about.
We agree  with the importance that the environment consciousness is connected with the personal 
experience that children have of their city, experience that means  not only to keep information but 
to live “the city in the city”.
As future teacher we must be aware that we need to stimulate child desire of knowing their city in a  
autonomy way.
As teachers, we can help the class to discover the new faces of the city as multicultural faces. We 
want make them aware that they are the new faces of the city also, so we can do a work that could  
be a real journey from the present to the past and from the past to the future.
To finalize we need to say that this project is created for children  in preschool but it can be re-
adapted also for different ages : it can go forward to primary school. In that case, they can go deeply  
to the subjects and they can improve the work.
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